[This lecture was delivered at the Working Men's College in 1880. It is included in the present volumes for several reasons. First, because it is an admirable specimen of Huxley's clear thinking, careful construction, and apt phrasing. Secondly, because it brings out the identity of the methods of science and of the judgments of common sense, supporting Huxley's earlier assertion that "Science is nothing but trained and organized common sense." And thirdly, because the Zadig of Yoltaire is an elder brother of the two most famous detectives in modern literature, the Monsieur Dupin of Edgar Allan Poe (in the "Murders in the Rue Morgue") and the Sherlock Holmes of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Zadig has the sharp eyes and the habit of observation which enables him to see the significance of things apparently insignificant; and he has the trained and organized common sense which supplies him with the power to interpret the meaning of the facts he has perceived.
The method of Zadig is the method of Monsieur Dupin and of Sherlock Holmes; and Huxley shows that it is also and necessarily the method by means of which the man of science solves puzzles seemingly as inexplicable as those mastered by the heroes of the detective story. It is
42sm, which in England, as everywhere else, and to whatever denomination it may belong, is the deadly enemy of science.
